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AN OPEN AND SHUT CASE, FOR--- 


Thrilling Sea-Lore Contests 


The sketches of sea-monsters described in Lieut.- 
T. Gould’s, “The Case for the Sea 
Serpent,” recently published by G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 
New York, suggest several ideas for unique contests 
and lobby stunts to excite interest in “The Dragon 
Murder Case.” Three illustrations in Mat No. 1—380c. 


Commander R. 


(A) “My Conception of the 
Famous Loch Ness Monster.” 
Need not be confined to this 
particular monster. Any mon- 
ster—mythical or otherwise— 
may be substituted. Contestants 


may use any form of descrip- 

< CREATURE SEEN BY H.M.S. 

“FLY.” “A large marine animal 

ete: with flappers somewhat 
like those of turtles.” 


tion — prose, poetry, sketches, 


(D) “Sea-Serpent Draw- 
ings,’ either for children or 
Contribu- 
tions are displayed in lobby. Or 


people of all ages. 


tie in with department store for 





window display. 


SEA-MONSTER SIGHTED OFF 
GREENLAND WEST COAST. 
“It’s body was as bulky as 
the ship and three or four 
as long. A _ long, 


SAAA“w$q 


times 


Sss3qss 


Its eyes 
seemed red and like burn- 
ing fire.’ 


sharp snout. 


(B) “Strangest Sea Experi- 


ence’’—having to do with some 


THE EGEDE SEA -MONSTER. 
“Stories of giant ten-armed 
sea-monsters capable of at- 
tacking ships and carrying 
off their crews.” 


strange sea-animal. Prizes for 
most fantastic yarns — real or 


mythical. 


(C) Are there any local 


legends in your town having to 








do with strange inhabitants of 
the sea? If so, run contest for 


most interesting version. 


(E.) Blow-up these sketches 
for lobby display with accom- 


panying descriptive copy. 





Co-op Mystery Week 


Dealers’ sale angle is co-op newspaper ads (or indi- 
vidual department store) using this copy—‘‘The only 
mystery about this sale are these low prices. ...” 


Your tie-in for the picture is: “And the biggest 
mystery of allis “The Dragon Murder Case’ now at...” 


Other boosters to use are: package inserts; reprint 
of co-op ad page with theatre imprint on reverse side; 
imprint paper bags; counter and window cards. 


Book Stores: 


Idea is a natural for book shops and circulating 
libraries. Latest mystery publications advertised, dom- 
inated by “Dragon Murder Case.” Your tie-in is in 
ad copy, window displays, and book-marks. 


Contest sponsored by dealer offering book prize for 
best letter on: “Why I think ‘The Dragon Murder 
Case’ will make a good picture.” Newspaper is lined 
up to publicize the contest to sustain readers’ interest 
in book page. 
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Loeal Heroes 


Every year, New York and 
other large cities honor heroic 
police, firemen and detectives. 
This always gets big space in 
the papers. Chamber of Com- 
merce might be persuaded to 
sponsor the idea. Offer your 
theatre for officials to make 
awards on opening night of the 


picture. 
Or 


Interest a newspaper to print 
a series of interviews with de- 
tectives about notorious cases 
they worked on. The boys will 
talk for the publicity and your 
tie-in in this picture which pre- 
sents the most mysterious case 


of all time. 


SEUDIO STYLES 
DEALER TIE-UP 


Style No. 960 
| Still Lindsay 354 \ 


Daytime frock created 
by Orry-Kelly for Mar- 
garet Lindsay in “The 
Dragon Murder Case.” 


Another ready-made 
dealer tie-up for you to 
Contact 
local Studio Styles rep- 


cash in on. 


resentative or write to 


Gwen Heller, Warner 
Bros., 321 West 44th 
Street, New York City. 











Lobby Blowups 





These 28 x 42 blowups are 
on heavy cardboard stock. Easel 
backed, if desired. 


In full colors: $3.50 each. 


In black and white: $2.25 


each. 


F. O. B. New York City. 


Order directly from: 


NATIONAL STUDIOS 
226 West 56th Street M,. ¥eC. 












‘‘The Dragon Murder 
Case”’ is the follow-up of the 
1933 Gold Medal Award by 
New Movie magazine—new- 
est Van Dine mystery 
thriller, already a big seller 
—giving you ready - made 
angles for live exploitation. 
Take these tips: 


PUBLISHER has advised all dealers to cooperate 
with your showing of the picture. Upon request from 
dealers, publisher will supply 15” x 18” colored display 
cards. You supply cut-outs, stills and other display 


material. 


Contact Mr. S. Galt, Charles Scribner’s 


Sons, 597 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


BOOK MARKS for distribu- 
tion by book shops, public and 
circulating libraries. 


WINDOW DISPLAYS in 
all book shops to feature other 
mystery stories, with “Dragon 
Murder Case” prominently dis- 
played. Pick up picture selling 
copy from the ads. 


SPOT ADS on book page 
will reach a responsive audience 
interested in mystery stories. 
Try for a cooperative ad with 
books stores. 


AS PRIZES for contests, 


dealers offer the book in ex- 


change for the resultant pub- 
licity. bd 


GIANT BOOK in lobby. 
Cover is copy of the original 
with added copy: “Open the 
book for the solution to the 
‘Dragon Murder Case’.”” When 
opened, lookers-in read a plug 
for the picture. Enterprising 
showman once used a gal inside 
the book who, when the book 
opened, started a spiel about 
the picture. 


BULLETIN BOARDS in 
libraries to carry notices of your 
showing. 








lobby with copy reading, 


For Story Tellers 


Two contest ideas that boost the story angle are 
offered for your newspaper’s choice: 


1. Best short mystery story. Everybody has aspira- 
tions to write, so this gives them a chance to see how 
good they are and win a prize to boot. Cooperating 
newspaper prints the best story daily; you present the 
prizes. Run it as long as interest holds out, but start it 
in advance of your showing. 


2. Unfinished mystery story. Paper prints the facts 
from which readers frame complete story. Facts used, 
of course, are those about the picture. Here they are: 


“A man dives into a swimming pool on a millionaire’s estate. He 
never comes to the surface. When the pool is emptied, no trace of 
the body is found. Philo Vance is on the job to track down the 
peri force that lurks on the estate.’ (Now go on with your 
story. 








Poolin Lobby — 2 from the Book 

Borrow from local aquarium 
or pet shop a large glass pool 
filled with varieties of fish. 
Spend a little time and 
you can have it looking like 
the swimming pool in the 
film. Display this in your 


Turn back to the cover. It’s 
a dandy for a lobby poster. 
Pick a line from the ads for 
change of copy, surround with 
stills and you have a real flash. 

For another attention getter 
clip “Freak Facts” from the 
publicity section and blow-up 
for a one sheet or 40 x 60. Ma- 
terial is even interesting enough 


“The pool which no one ever 
swam out of. See this amazing 
mystery, S. S. Van Dine’s ‘Dragon 
Murder Case,’ coming to this : ies j 
etre ann? for display in live store window. 


Country of origin U. S$. A. Copyright 1934, Vitagraph, Inc. Ali rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 










3-Day Puzzle Contest 


Another chance to get advance publicity 
breaks, and it makes a good newspaper feature, 
too. (Can also be used as a one-day plant.) 
Begin with any section. Publicity caption with 
each day’s section may be patterned after lead 
story appearing under these maps. 





1 Col. Mats Available on Each Illustration Below; Entire 
Set, including “Solution” Cut, on One Mat No. 2—30ce 
a 






















(Publicity Story) 


Movie Tickets For Sleuths 


Who Solve Mystery 


A three-piece map is in the possession of Philo Vance 
who is attempting to solve the most amazing case in his 
career. Today this newspaper prints the first section of the 
map and invites readers to aid in detecting the suspect. Two 
other sections appear on subsequent days. After you have 
correctly placed the three sections together, outline the image 
suspected and send it to the contest editor with a letter of 
not more than 50 words telling how, in your opinion, the 
crime was committed. The ten correct solutions and best 
letters will each be rewarded with two guest tickets to see 
Warren William in S. S. Van Dine’s latest mystery thriller, 
“The Dragon Murder Case,” COMING NENE....... eee to 
1] 1 Ect oe ae i Ree eR theatre. 





Mystery Memory Contest 





How many can correctly name the star who played 
the part of Philo Vance in former Van Dine mystery 
pictures? Make free ticket awards through your news- 
paper for the first twenty correct lists and best short 
letters on: ““Why I like mystery pictures.” Correct list 
follows: 


1. “Benson Murder Case” ................ (William Powell) 
2. “Canary Murder Case” ......)......... (William Powell) 
3. “Greene Murder Case’’................ (William Powell) 
4. “Bishop Murder Case’”’........... ...... (Basil Rathbone) 
5. “Kennel Murder Case’’.............. (William Powell) 
6. “Dragon Murder Case”’.......... .. (Warren William ) 


Trick Inventions 


Warren William hands one to 
the folks who like to work out 
tricky things. His latest “Gold- 
bergian” gadget is an all-pur- 
pose clothes hanger for a 
complete wardrobe — even to 
gloves. 


How about getting the local- 
ites to send in their inventions 
for every day use. Contestants 
send in descriptions, photos or 
sketches of their contraptions, 
which above all must be prac- 
tical—that should be the de- 
ciding factor in picking the 
winner. 


Maybe your lobby is spacious 
enough for an exhibit, which 
would make an interesting 
lobby attraction and get picture 
breaks in the papers. 





Space Grabbers 


Dealer tie-up stills with 
which to grab off extra news- 
paper space and window dis- 
plays. Stills are 10c each. 
Available from Editor, Mer- 
chandising Plan. 


Studio Styles—Lindsay 354. 


Sporting Goods—W.W. Pub. 
A 54; W.W. Pub. A 49. 


Riding Habits—W.W. Pub. 
A 40. 


Pipes—W.W. Pub. A 168. 


Pet Shops — W.W. Pub. A 
136; L.T. Pub. A 50. 


Men’s Sweaters — L.T. 12; 
L.1..84; L.2. 86. 


Men’s Clothing — L.T. 58; 
84. 


Women’s Shops — M.L. 14; 
18; 86; 92; 182; 280. 


Florists—M.L. 141; 278. 


Newspapers — D.C. 267; 
Pub. A 247. - 








Colortone 





Especially devised for this 
film, it makes your screen pres- 
entation artistic and colorful, 
besides giving added depth to 


your film. 


4.x 5 Colored positive 
USES «5 Neccnaasitrilaipes gna $2.00 

—Set (pos. and 
neg.) 

3% x 4 Colored posi- 
ce | eee ee 1.50 


—Set (pos. and 
ce eee aedes 2.25 


Order by Number N-883 
National Studios, Inc. 


226 West 56th Street 
New York, N. Y. 









Boys carry the dragon like they do in a Chinese New Year parade. Local 
costumer can supply the dummy dragon or it can easily be made by 
sign shop. Looks good too, for lobby or over your marquee. 


% 
! am 


GREATEST 
MYSTERY 


Sandwich sign man walks 
about town with this. Also good 
for tack-cards, teaser throw- 
aways, package inserts, and tags. 








Street stencil. If local law says, 
ee 99 e 

no go,” do the trick on short 
planks of wood, scatter on side- 
walks and newsstands. 








Newsy Display Unit 





It gets attention as a window poster or tack card. 
The usual size is about 10” x 15”. However, choose your 
own size. Still No. 64 is not in mat form, but is included 
in the regular set available at your exchange. 


PICTORIAL NEWS FLASH 


DEATH POOL VICTIM 











Before his very eyes, Philo Vance sees another victim of the 
sinister force that lurks in the swimming pool on a mil- 
lionaire’s estate. With his knowledge of dragon lore, the 
famous detective, played by Warren William, clears up one 
of the cleverest and most awe-inspiring murder mysteries of 
modern times — S. S. Van Dine’s “The Dragon Murder 
Case” now at the Strand Theatre. 
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MORE SHOWMANSHIP IDEAS FOR YOU 





Low Cost Teaser Novelty 


ADDRESS: 


CLASSIFICATION NO. PRECINCT NO. REPORT NO. DATE 


15886 August 11 

Disappearance in swimming-pool-- 

known as the "Dragon Pool"-- 

under mysterious circumstances. 

CaszEin CHARGEOF: Philo Vance, played by Warren 
William in "The Dragon Murder 
Case"=--coming to the Strand. 


B-847 Wd 


REMARKS;, 





Printed on heavy, cardboard stock. Prices are IM—$2.50; 3M— 
$2.00; 5M—$1.75; 10M—$1.50. Order directly from ECONOMY 
NOVELTY COMPANY, 239 W. 39th St., N. Y. C. 


TELL’EM THIS WAY— 


Three ideas devised to arouse curiosity 
and leave an urge to see how it all comes 
out in the picture. Easy to work out and 
inexpensive. 


1—Newspaper contest. Tickets for cor- 
rect solutions. 

2—Lobby display. Use still blow-ups or 
in original size with accompanying 
copy. 

3—“Police” flier. Reprint this layout 
with small cuts of characters listed 
by still number. Distribute all over 
town. 


Stills 10c Each—Order fromEditor,Merchandising Plan 


CHARACTERS AND EVIDENCE IN ONE OF THE MOST 
SPECTACULAR AND DIABOLICAL MURDER CASES 
OF MODERN TIMES—OBTAINED BY: 


“Philo Vance”’ 
played by 
WARREN WILLIAM 
Still No. WW 84—10c 


WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS CRIME? 


“Montague” dives into the Dragon Swimming Pool on the 
Stamm estate. He does not come to the surface and no trace 


can be found of his body. (Played by George Meeker.) 


SUSPICION POINTS TO 


“Rudolph Stamm” —Millionaire and collector of rare trop- 

played by ical fish and sea serpents, who is violently 

ROBERT. BARRETT opposed to Montague’s marriage to his 
Still No. Barrett 5—10c daughter “Bernice.” 


“Detective Heath” 
played by 
EUGENE PALLETTE 
Still No. KC Pub. A—10c 








“Bernice” —heiress to the Stamm fortune, whose 
played by hand in marriage was also sought by 
MARGARET LINDSAY “Greef.” 
Still No. ML 137—10c 
“Greef”’ —Montague’s rival for the hand of 
played by Bernice, so he can marry into the Stamm 


WM. DAVIDSON 
Still No. DC 104—10c 


fortune, also sought by “Kirwin Tatum.” 


—a dissipated and disreputable young 
ne’er-do-well. who would ‘stop at nothing 
to gain his ends. His dinner partner was 
“Ruby Steele.” 


“Kirwin Tatum” 
played by 
GEORGE E. STONE 
Still No. DC 212—10c 


“Ruby Steele” 
played by 
DOROTHY TREE 
Still No. DT 65—10c 


—who was constantly making unpleasant 
remarks about Montague and remarked to 
the victim, as he was about to take his 
fatal dive, “I hope you: never come«up.” 
Miss Steele, however, accuses “Leland.” 


—a family friend, who openly -disliked 
Montague, “Leland” is held under _sus- 
picion because he telephoned police head- 
quarters..and puts everybody under a 
suspicious light when interrogated by 
Philo Vance, “Leland tells” about “Mrs. 
Stamm.” 


*“Leland”’ 
played by 
LYLE TALBOT 
Still No. LT 61—10c 


“Mrs. Stamm” 
played by 


—erratic old lady, who has queer mental 

attacks and talks incoherently. She claims 
HELEN LOWELL to have seen the crime committed by a 
Still No. Lowell 1—10c monstrous dragon. 

FOR THE SOLUTION OF THIS BAFFLING MYSTERY 

SEE S. S. VAN DINE’S NEWEST THRILLER—“THE 

DRAGON MURDER CASE” — (DATES). .— STRAND. 
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Famous Sleuths 


Picked by Fans 


Lead publicity story tells the 
whole story. Clip it or copy it 
and show it to your newspaper 
editor. Added to the famous 
detectives named can be that of 
a local ‘dick’? who has done 
himself noble. 


(Publicity Story) 
News Offers Free 
Tickets In “Noted 
Sleuth” Contest 


Who have been America’s out- 
standing detectives? Have they 
been real personages, or figments 
of an author’s imagination? 


Because everyone is interested in 
detectives, and reads detective stor- 
ies and stories about detectives and 
their works with avidity, the .......... 
(newspaper) will offer a series of 
valuable prizes for the best answers 
to the question “Who is the greatest 
detective in history, real or fiction, 
and why?” 


Everyone knows about Allan 
Pinkerton and William J. Burns, 
both of whom left the U. S. Secret 
Service to found detective agencies 
of their own. 


Were they greater detectives 
than Philo Vance, the creation of 
S. S. Van Dine, most widely read 
writer of detective thrillers, whose 
latest and greatest novel, “The 
Dragon Murder Case,’ will open 
at; the eS... F.. Be, cre Rg Theatre 


Van Dine’s “Kennel Murder 
Case” won the New Movie Maga- 
zine gold medal for 1933. His super 
sleuth, Philo Vance, is today a 
household word, comparable only 
with his famous predecessor of 
fiction, Sherlock Holmes. Could 
either of these two great detectives 
of fiction or the two noted in history 
have done better than youthful 
Melvin H. Purvis of the U. S. De- 
partment of Justice, 


Beginning tomorrow this news- 
paper will print a photograph of 
one of the five great detectives 
named. Readers are asked to state 
which, in their opinion, was the 
greatest case ever solved by them, 
and to tell why in not more than 
50 words. 


The best answer reaching the 
Contest Editor of the .........0.0..0....... 
(newspaper) before 6 P.M. of the 
day following the appearance of 
the picture will receive two tickets 
COBERO7 fs. es. Theatre to see 
Warren William as Philo Vance in 
“The Dragon Murder Case.” 





RELIABLE CLUES 


I. Book stores and 


libraries. 


2. Teaser cards and 
street snipes. 


3. Advance teaser adv. 
underliners. 


4. Philo Vance does a 
“Raffles” for street 
stunt. 


5. Exhibit of police de- 
vices used in crime de- 
tection. 


6. Newspaper headlines 
on notorious crimes. 








Heralding the Picture 






You know how to use this 
valuable advertising accessory. 
Above you see it folded to 6” 
x 414”—-your imprint space 
on the entire back; when 
opened (as shown on _ the 
right) it measures 6” x 9”. 
Printed in multiple colors. 


1 to 5M, $3 per M, Over 5M, $2.75 per M. 


SO RUEE BOMBERS TORE 


Ask to see a sample 


Y OSs EX €. WA NEG 


RADIO SKETCH--FREE 


Radio fans like mystery-dramas and_ this 
sketch has what it takes to get those mystery 
fans. Dramatization is only fifteen minutes, but 
includes plenty of plugs for the picture. Write: 
Merchandising Plan Editor, Warner Bros., 321 
West 44th St., N. Y.C. 


Al T 














Standee From Six Sheet 





“WILLIAM < yg 


ems S.S.VAN DINES 





Hand this layout to your poster artist. 
display with plenty of color and animation. 
transparency flashing green and red silhouettes of dragons. 






He knows how to trick up the 
Circle on top can be a 
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THE KENNEL MURDER CASEY 


Warner Bros.’ new S. S. Van Dine Thriller with 


WARREN WILLIAM 2s “PHILO VANCE” 


MARGARET LINDSAY - DOROTHY TREE : 





50 Lines Mat No. 29—20c 


THEATRE 


256 Lines Mat No. |7—20c 





PHILO VANCE TACKLES 
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68 Lines Mat No. 27—20c 272 Lines Mat No. 23—20c 
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THEATRE 







85 Lines 





Mat No. 18—!0c 


OF 
NEW MOVIE 
ee ae 








Mf 


SS 


/WARNERBROTHERS\ 5 S: VAN DINE and WARNER 








FOR THE BROS. combine again to give you 
| Best Mystery Picture S i Oe 
¥ OF 1935 »/ this baffling successor to their 
\ THE KENNEL MURDER CASE 






“Kennel Murder Case’’— Gold 
Medal Mystery Picture of 1933. 





330 Lines Mat No. 20—30c 








130 Lines Mat No. 14 —20c 


190 Lines Mat No. 25—20c 
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Ea THEATRE 


DESTINED TO BE “THE BEST Lea) 
MYSTERY PICTURE OF 1934! sibesn 


: THE KENNEL MURDER CASE 
WARNER BROTHERS 
FOR THE 
Best Mystery Picture 
OF 1935 


7 F * 
THE KENNEL MURDER CASE 





: 97 Lines Mat No. 15—10c 
WARREN WILLIAM 


as “Philo Vance” 


MARGARET LINDSAY 
LYLE TALBOT: 5 OTHERS 













a PHILO VANCE 
THEATRE®. IS STUMPED! 


The suave sleuth who has outwitted 
one master killer after another at last 
248 Lines’ Mat No. 2!1—20c faces a mystery science can’t solve! 
Imagine —a monster from the age of 





the dinosaurs lurking in the waters 
of a fashionable swimming pool! 


i en ee — 


CASE 


By S. S. Dine, with 8-Star First National Cast 
WARREN WILLIAM 
MARGARET LINDSAY 
LYLE TALE OT 
DOROTHY TREE 
EUGENE PALLETTE 


@ORAGON 
Wurder CASE 


Worner Bros.’ new S. S. Van Dine Thriller with 


WARREN WILLIAM as “PHILO VANCE” 


MARGARET LINDSAY - DOROTHY TREE 










15 Lines Mat No. 28—1!0c 


, PHILO VANCE TACKLES 


THe A. TRE 








17 Lines Mat No. 26—10c 170 Lines Mat No. 16—20c 
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Best Mystery Picrure | Warner B 3 

ee OF 1935 ey ‘ : \ Thriller 

L THE KENNEL MURDER CASE Meda! . Van 


; by QS. oe' 


234 Lines Mat No. 19—30c 






THEATRE 


A FASCINATING 
NEW PHikOsVANCE 





156 Lines 


Mat No. 722-220c 
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THEATRE 


Another Hit from the Author 


Wh Wanner Brornens } and Producers of 1933's 


ree GOLD MEDAL MYSTERY PICTURE 







a » 


“THE KENNEL MURDER CASE 
f 






Warner Bros.’ new S$. S$. Van Dine Thriller with 


WARREN WILLIAM as “PHILO VANCE” 


MARGARET LINDSAY - DOROTHY TREE 


140 Lines 


Mat No. 24—20c 


— CATCHLINES 


Philo Vance Tackles a Monster! 


ste ate ate 
a 7 7 


Another Hit From the Author and Producers of 1933’s Gold 
Medal Thriller! 


s 
x 


ale ste 
1 7 


Prehistoric Monster Crashes Moonlight Swimming Party! 


ale she ste 
NS PS PS 


Follow Philo Vance as He Solves the Most Amazing Swimming 
Pool Murder Mystery! 


ste st sl 
7 7 


A Fascinating New “Philo Vance’! 


“This Case Almost Had Me Stumped!’”—Says Philo Vance. 











Qos ™ 9 


> —— 


Van Dine’s Latest 
Mystery Thriller 
Baffling, Exciting 


The strangest and most fantas- 
tic, yet the most exciting and baf- 
fling of all of S. S. Van Dine’s 
murder mystery dramas, ‘The 
Dragon Murder Case,” comes to 
thee teen. ots theatré-on’ ©" .....,..: , 
under First National’s banner. 


The first murder of the series 
takes place at the Dragon Pool 
on the vast estate of a multimil- 
lionaire scientist where guests have 
gathered for a week end party. At 
an evening bathing party one of 
the guests and the fiance of the 
sister of the scientist, a part played 
by George Meeker, dives into the 
natural pool of water and fails to 
come up. 


Police are secretly notified, 
which brings to the scene Sergt. 
Heath, District Attorney Markham 
and Philo Vance. The pool is 
drained but there is no trace of the 
missing man, although there is 
seemingly no way the body could 
have been washed out. On the bot- 
tom of the pool are great tracks 
as though made by the talons of a 
prehistoric monster. 


To add to the eerie situation, the 
half demented mother of the scien- 
tist tells of a tradition of a dragon 
occupying the pool, sucking down 
its victims and then flying off to 
some secret lair with the body. 

A new Philo Vance comes to the 
screen in the person of Warren 
William and he carries out the 
part of the polished and somewhat 
supercilious detective with an easy 
fortitude. Sergt. Heath is again 


‘Kugene Pallette and Robert Mc- 


Wade has his old role of District 
Attorney Markham. 

Eight suspects are involved in 
the crime including Robert Barrat, 
the scientist, Margaret Lindsay, his 
sister, Helen Lowell, his mother, 
and four of the guests, Lyle Tal- 
bot, Dorothy Tree, George KE. 
Stone and William Davidson, as 
well as the butler, Arthur Ayles- 
worth, although Davidson is finally 
eliminated by his own murder and 
Aylesworth when he is knocked un- 
conscious and left for dead. 


Margaret Lindsay 
Hides Her Secret 
If Not Fancy Free 


Hollywood can try as hard as it 
likes—but it can’t manage to pin 
an honest-to-goodness romance to 
Margaret Lindsay. 

The beautiful brunette actress, 
who plays opposite Warren Wil- 
liam in “The Dragon Murder 
Case,” now showing at the . 
Theatre, remains heart whole and 
fancy free, in spite of all the 
gossip writers. 


Margaret is far from being a re- 
cluse. She goes about with any 
number of handsome young swains 
—but apparently she doesn’t take 
any of them seriously. Dick Powell, 
Lyle Talbot and Phillip Reed, to 
mention but several, have been 
seen recently with the fair Miss 
Lindsay at the Cocoanut Grove, 
the Colony Club, and all those 
other places frequented by the film 
notables in Hollywood. 


When questioned about her 
views on marriage, Margaret ad- 
mitted frankly: 


“T think marriage is lovely—for 
other people! I’ve got a career to 
think of first—and then, we'll see.” 

“The Dragon Murder Case” is 
the most baffling and exciting of 
all the mystery thrillers by the 
famous author, S. S. Van Dine. 
Warren William heads the cast as 
Philo Vance while others include 
besides Miss Lindsay, Lyle Talbot, 
Eugene Pallette, Robert McWade, 
Helen Lowell, Dorothy Tree and 
Robert Barrat. 

The picture was directed by H. 
Bruce Humberstone from the 
screen play by F. Hugh Herbert 
and Robert N. Lee. The adapta- 
tion was made by Rian James. 








Van Dine has written no more 
hair raising novel than “The Dra- 
gon Murder Case” with its bizarre 
plot and the strange clews that 
suggest the supernatural. 

H. Bruce Humberstone directed 
the picture from the screen play 
by F. Hugh Herbert and Robert 
N. Lee, based on the adaptation by 
Rian James. 








Mysterious!... Astounding]!... 








Do vou wonder why these people look so perturbed? Well, hop down 
to the Strand and see First National’s “The Dragon Murder Case,” and 
get a first hand look-in at the mystery. This film was adapted from the 


_best-seller by S. 8S. Van Dine and stars Warren William, as Philo Vance, 


Margaret Lindsay and Lyle Talbot. 
Mat No. 12—20c 


Exceptional Cast 
Chosen For Film 
Mystery Thriller 


An exceptionally talented cast 
was chosen by First National for 
the roles in “The Dragon Murder 
Case,” S. S. Van Dine’s thrilling 


murder mystery drama which 
comes to the. ....4..5205.5.. Theatre 
Ole ists 


Warren William, who recently 
made a hit in “Dr. Monica,” plays 
the leading role, that of Philo 
Vance, the famous sleuth, and is 
said to be the living image of the 
character as drawn by the author. 


Eugene Pallette, who has been 
the Sergt. Heath of all of the Van 
Dine stories, again plays the role 
in this, the latest of the novels to 
be picturized. Robert McWade, 
who will be remembered for his 
remarkable characterization in 
“The Kennel Murder Case,” again 
has the part of District Attorney 
Markham. 


The eight suspects at the house 
party at the home of a wealthy 
scientist, any one of whom might 
have committed the series of 
crimes which take place at the 
“Dragon Pool,’ are Margaret 
Lindsay, Lyle Talbot, Helen 
Lowell, Dorothy Tree, Robert Bar- 
rat, George E. Stone, William 
Davidson and Arthur Aylesworth. 


Others in the cast include such 
well known players as Robert 
Warwick, Charles Wilson and 
Etienne Girardot. 


“The Dragon Murder Case” is 
the strangest and most baffling of 
all of Van Dine’s mystery dramas. 
The screen play was written by 
F. Hugh Herbert and Robert N. 
Lee from an adaptation by Rian 
James. H. Bruce Humberstone di- 
rected. 





New Philo Vance 
Seen In Person Of 
Warren William 


Philo Vance the Third! 

S. S. Van Dine, creator of the 
famous detective, had only one 
Philo Vance in mind when he be- 
gan composing those bizarre mys- 
tery thrillers that have been for 


WARREN 
WILLIAM, 
Philo Vance 
of “THE 
DRAGON 
MURDER 
CASE” 
now at 
the Strand 
Mat No. 4— 
10e 





several years termed the most en- 
grossing in the mystery novel 
field. 


But when Warren William, suave 
star of First National productions, 
makes his bow as “Philo Vance” in 
the newest of the Van Dine series, 
“The Dragon Murder Case,” which 
comes to the ................. Theatre on 
Pe ae ; the author, as well as 
film fans everywhere, will see the 
third cinema Philo. 


The first was William Powell. 
He played the erudite detective in 
several Van Dine stories, notably 
“The Canary Murder Case,” “The 
Green Murder Case,” “The Benson 
Murder Case” and “The Kennel 
Murder Case.” 


“The Bishop Murder Case” was 
filmed with Basil Rathbone, dis- 
tinguished stage and screen actor, 
in the role of Philo Vance. 

With Warren William in “The 
Dragon Murder Case” are such 


favorites as Margaret Lindsay, 
Lyle Talbot, Robert Barrat, 
George Meeker, Dorothy Tree, 


William Davidson and Helen 
Lowell. Eugene Pallette, Robert 
McWade and Etienne’ Girardot 
have their familiar roles of Ser- 
geant Heath, District Attorney 
Markham and Dr. Doremus, re- 
spectively. 





A happy looking couple, wot? They’re Margaret Lindsay and Warren 
William (or Philo Vance) who are at the Strand in S. S. Van Dine’s 
“The Dragon Murder Case.” This First National mystery drama is said 
to be the most sensational mystery of 1934. Lyle Talbot, Robert 
Barrat and Eugene Pallette are included in the 8-star cast. 


Mat No. 10—20c 











Margaret Lindsay 
New Type Actress; 
Beauty With Brains 


Screen actress, 1934 variety, she 
might be called—this lovely young 
Margaret Lindsay who plays op- 
posite Warren William in “The 
Dragon Murder Case,” the First 
National production which comes to 
thes.2 Fee... Dheatrevon +\..222... : 


There’s nothing sensational or 
flamboyant about Margaret. She 
typifies the newer group of film 
youngsters who now hold forth in 
Hollywood — well-bred, intelligent, 
poised, and intent on making good 
in the profession she has chosen 
for her own. 


Margaret is sociable, but not 
particularly social. She goes places 
because she knows she'll have a 
good time—and not because she 
should be seen there. 


She is well-balanced, and con- 
versant with many subjects that 
would have been so much Greek to 
the fluffy-brained ingenue of early 
film days. 


She lives conservatively and 
saves a good part of her salary. 
She never expects to own a Rolls- 
Royce as long as Fords are being 
made. 


“The Dragon Murder Case” is 
the most baffling and exciting of 
all the mystery thrillers by the 
famous author, S. S. Van Dine. 
Warren William heads the cast as 
Philo Vance while others include, 
besides Miss Lindsay, Lyle Talbot, 
Eugene Pallette, Robert McWade, 
Helen Lowell, Dorothy Tree and 
Robert Barrat. 


« 





Sinister Dragon 
Pool Is Built For 
Mysterious Murder 


Not so long ago, picture goers 
thrilled over a spectacular scene 
in “Footlight Parade,’ where hun- 
dreds of Hollywood’s most daz- 
zling beauties cavorted around a 
pool in the “By ‘The Waterfall 
Number.” 

In “The Dragon Murder Case,” 
adapted from the S. S. Van Dine 
thriller, which comes to the .............. 
Bhieatre toni oees Pemenstee. ae » film- 
goers will see the same pool, but 
with the banks completely — re- 
modeled for the sinister events of 
the new film. 

Instead of being the playground 
of Busby Berkeley beauties, the 
pool is the dark and mysterious 
scene of a murder that almost baf- 





Van Dine’s Novels 
Most Popular Of 
Mystery Thrillers 





It was a lucky day for Willard 
Huntington Wright when that 
brilliant young art critic decided 
to become “S. S. Van Dine.” 


For as “S. S. Van Dine,” Wright 
created Philo Vance, the learned 
society connoisseur of crime. With 
his first book, “The Benson Mur- 
der Case,’ Philo Vance and _ his 
creator became unique among the 
world’s mystery writers. 


The Van Dine books have con- 
sistently hit the “best-seller” ranks, 
and the author has succeeded, by 
recounting the adventures of his 
sleuth hero, in winning himself a 
vast fortune and an important 
place in the literary world. 


The latest Philo Vance novels to 
be filmed, “The Dragon Murder 
Case,” a First National picture 
comes to the ........ .... Theatre on 
HE ie Pee >» with Warren William 
making his debut in the role of 
Vance. 


“The Dragon Murder Case” is 
one of the most exciting of the lot. 
Warren William is ideally suited 
to the role of Philo Vance, and 
Eugene Pallette is once more Ser- 
geant Heath. Margaret Lindsay, 
Lyle Talbot, Dorothy Tree, Robert 
Barrat, Helen Lowell and Robert 
McWade are others in the cast. 

The plot hinges upon the strange 
disappearance of a young man who 
dives into a pool and never comes 
up. How Philo Vance solves the 
mystery is the basis of the excit- 
ing story, replete with thrills and 
chills. 

H. Bruce Humberstone directed 
the picture from the screen play 
by F. Hugh Herbert and Robert 
N. Lee. 








fles the erudite Philo Vance, 
played for the first time by War- 
ren William. 

The pool is a permanent fixture 
on one of the huge First National 
sound stages, used only for spe- 
cial productions, since it is built 
under the floor of the stage. 

The murder mystery centers 
about this pool where victims are 
sucked under the water to disap- 
pear without trace. The story is 
one of the weirdest and most baf- 
fling of all the Van Dine thrillers 
and the picture is said to make 
the flesh creep. 

Margaret Lindsay has the lead- 
ing feminine role while others in 
the cast include Lyle Talbot, 
Kugene Pallette in his familiar role 
as Sergt. Heath, Robert McWade 
as District Attorney Markham, 
Helen Lowell, Dorothy Tree, 
Robert Barrat, George E. Stone 
and Etienne Girardot. 
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Dragon MurderCase | 
Most Baffling Of 
Mystery Thrillers 


Never has that master of mys- 
tery dramas, S. S. Van Dine, wo- 
ven a plot with more thrilling and 
hair raising incidents, set in a 
background of eerie detail that 
makes cold chills creep up and 
down the spine, than in “The 
Dragon Murder Case,” the First 
National picture which opened at 


NETS a! teres Theatre yesterday. 


Warren William, portraying the 
now internationally famous fiction 
detective, Philo Vance, has created 
a character with which he un- 
doubtedly will be forever linked, 
for William is Vance, and Vance 
is William. 


The story is weird enough to 
please the most avid collector of 
sereen thrills. 


A man dives into a swimming 
pool from which there is no out- 
let except through a fine grating, 
and disappears. Even draining the 
pool fails to disclose the body. But 
there are found strange tracks like 
those that might have been made 
by the talons of a prehistoric mon- 
ster. 

Surrounding the pool is a 
legend that it is the lair of a 
dragon which seizes and destroys 
unwary swimmers. 


Into this situation come the 
police and Philo Vance, in time to 
prevent a couple of other mur- 
ders and eventually to solve the 
first. 


Two other great actors have pre- 
viously portrayed Philo Vance. 
These were William Powell and 
Basil Rathbone. But to this re- 
viewer, William seems to be a 
closer embodiment of the character 
than either of the others. 


Eugene Pallette again plays the 
part of Sergt. Heath with his char- 
acteristic droll humor. Robert Mc- 
Wade also is once more District 
Attorney Markham and Dr. Dore- 
mus returns in the person of 
Etienne Girardot who created the 
role. 

Margaret Lindsay is the leading 
lady and a most charming and 
capable murder suspect she proves 
to be. Lyle Talbot has the role of 
a half breed college type Indian 
with whom Margaret is in love. 

Robert Barrat, Helen Lowell, 
Dorothy Tree, George E. Stone, 
Arthur Aylesworth and William 
Davidson are all noted film play- 
ers, who always may be counted 
on for finished and masterly per- 
formances. 

Others in the cast who deserve 
mention are George Meeker, 





all appear in S. S. Van Dine’s 


The Key to the Crime 





Thrilling Mystery 
Drama Is Coming To 
.+s+ «Theatre Today 


“The Dragon Murder Case,” the 
latest of the murder mystery 
dramas from the pen of the peer- 
less author, S. S. Van Dine, to be 
dramatized for the screen, opens 
aiathet i Ao ae Theatre today. 

The picture is said to be the 
most bizarre as well as the most 
baffling of all the novels of the 
famous author, involving as_ it 
does a series of mysterious crimes 
apparently committed by some 
prehistoric monster. 

It is not until Philo Vance, in 
the person of Warren William, 
comes on the scene that the strange 
murders are finally solved, and the 
slayer brought to justice. William 
is a new Philo Vance, though the 
parts of Sergt. Heath and District 
Attorney Markham are again car- 
ried by Eugene Pallette and Robert 
McWade, respectively. Etienne 
Girardet also will be seen again in 
the person of the quaint and 
querulous Dr. Doremus. 

Margaret Lindsay has the lead- 
ing feminine role, the fiancee of 
the first man murdered, and sus- 
pected of the crime because she is 
in love with another of her guests, 
a part played by Lyle Talbot, who 
also comes under the scrutiny of 
the police. 

Six other persons are also sus- 
pected, including Robert Barrat, 
owner of the estate, his mother 
who advances the dragon theory, 
a part played by Helen Lowell, 
Dorothy Tree, George E. Stone, 
William Davidson, guests and 
Arthur Aylesworth who plays the 
role of the butler. 

Others in the cast include 
George Meeker, the first to fall a 
victim of murder, and Robert 
Warwick as the family physician. 

The_ picture was adapted by 
Rian James from which the screen 
play was written by F. Hugh Her- 
bert and Robert N. Lee. H. Bruce 
Humberstone directed. 


ee 
Robert Warwick and Charles Wil- 


son. 

H. Bruce Humberstone directed 
and sustained the suspense until 
the climax. The adaption by Rian 
James is excellent as is the screen 
play by F. Hugh Herbert and 
Robert N. Lee. 

“The Dragon Murder Case” is 
pure melodrama, but so excellently 
handled that even the suggestion 
of the supernatural is plausible. It 
will be enjoyed even by those who 
pride themselves upon their ability 
to solve screen mysteries at the 
end of the first reel. Here’s one 
that will fool them. 











Warren William, as Philo Vance, confronts a suspect with an important 


clue. The slightly perturbed gentleman with the mustach is George E. 
Stone, while Eugene Pallette is the curious fellow looking on. They 


“The Dragon Murder Case,” First 


National film now at the Strand. 
Mat No. 8—20c 
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Interesting highlights about some of the players in “The 
Dragon Murder Case”? now playing at the Strand Theatre. 


FAVORITES 















DOROTHY 


TREE 


HAS NEVER 
APPEARED ON THE SCREEN 
WITHOUT HIDING HER 

BEAUTIFUL DARK HAIR/ 
























Mat No. 13—20c 


(Note: These items may also be used as short program squibs and 
for local movie columns.) 





Margaret Lindsay Sizzles 
With Anger at Teacher 


Feminine Lead in ‘‘Dragon Murder Case’? Then 
Sets Out to Show Him 


ETERMINATION is the keynote of Margaret Lindsay’s 


meteoric career. 


Not conscious 


determination, 


claims the beautiful 


actress, who appears opposite Warren William in “The Dragon 
Murder Case,” the First National production now showing at the 
SO Se Aart eee Theatre, but somehow, she always manages to 
accomplish just those things that others have told her were 


impossible. 


First of all, there was the incident that occurred when Margaret 
was a student at Sargent’s in New York City—or as it is more 
widely known, the American Academy of Dramatic Art. 


Margaret, an honor student at 
the National Park Seminary in 
Washington, D. C., had enrolled at 
Sargent’s because she had decided 
apon a Career—with a capital C. 
She wasn’t particularly impressed 
with the glamor of the theatre, 
but thought she might make a 
pretty good actress with little ef- 
fort. 


Her attitude was rather appar- 
ent at Sargent’s. She wasn’t at all 
serious about her studies—and fin- 
ally, an instructor took her to task. 
He told her that she was really 
wasting her time, and that she was 
too much of a play girl to make 
good in a profession that required 
seriousness of purpose. 


Margaret laughed it off, but she 
determined to make him eat his 
words! And before long, the play 
girl, Margaret Lindsay, was one of 
the most serious students in the 
school. She graduated with all 
available honors. 

Determination came to the fore 
the second time when the budding 
young actress landed in England. 
In spite of her excellent theatrical 
background acquired in New York 
City, her diction was critized as 
being far too American by the 
prejudiced English. So Margaret 
hurried to a voice teacher in Lon- 
don, 

“My dear young woman,” he told 
her after one interview, “it would 
be stealing your money to try to 
teach you English. I could give 
you an accent, but it would be 
stilted and unnatural. I would ad- 
vise you to return to New York, 





where your — er — Jowa twang 
would be less noticeable.” 


Calmly and systematically, Mar- 
garet set about to make herself 
into the typical young English- 
woman. She carried about a little 
notebook, and jotted down every 
British inflection and pronuncia- 
tion she ran across. She learned to 
use a casual broad “A” and to 
say “Thank you” and “Fancy” in 
the best London manner. 


In a very few months, she had 
a place in an English touring com- 
pany, and was playing leading 
roles in “Escape,” “Death Takes a 
Holiday,” “By Candlelight” and 
“The Middle Watch.” 


Margaret’s determination came 
to the fore for the third time when 
she finally landed a job in the all- 
English cast of the screen version 
of “Cavalcade.” She was told that 
it would be impossible for her to 
do it—which made her all the more 
intent upon landing the job 

In “The Dragon Murder Case,” 
the clever actress has the leading 
feminine role opposite Warren 
William, who plays the part of 
Philo Vance, detective extraordi- 
nary, for the first time. This melo- 
dramatic mystery thriller is said 
to be the most exciting and baf- 
fling of all by the famous author, 
S. S. Van Dine. 

Others in the cast include Lyle 
Talbot, Dorothy Tree, Eugene Pal- 
lette, Helen Lowell, Robert Barrat 
and George E. Stone. H. Bruce 
Humberstone directed the picture 
from the screen play by F. Hugh 
Herbert and Robert N. Lee. 


Talbot’s Indian 





Make-Up For Film 
Will Not Wash Off 


Instead of the time-worn phrase, 
“Lo The Poor Indian,” Lyle Tal- 
bot thinks that it should be “Io 
The Poor Talbot.” 

It practically meant the same 
thing when Lyle played the role 
of a redskin in the First National 
production of “The Dragon Mur- 
der Case,” which comes to the 
Rh = 529 SEHCALE CE Olas stasis 
with Warren William in the role 
of S. S. Van Dine’s famous sleuth, 
Philo Vance. 

Lyle’s entire body was covered 
with a creamy reddish-brown liquid 
that soon dried into the required 
Indian hue. 

When he plunged into the Dragon 
Pool, the scene of several of the 
sinister murders in the picture, the 
Indian make-up remained in per- 
fect condition. Lyle asked the 
make-up artist how to remove it. 
“Soap and water — and_ elbow 
juice,” replied the maestro. 

So when the actor finished work 
he went home and stepped into a 
shower. Lathering himself with 
soap, he scrubbed his reddish body 
—to no avail. The make-up re- 
mained inviolate. 

Hastily drying himself, he rushed 
to the telephone and called the 
make-up man. 

“Hey,” he yelled, “I’ve been 
scrubbing myself with soap and 
water until I’m dizzy. What’s the 
matter with this make-up of 
yours?” 

“Oh, itll take several applica- 
tions,” was the careless reply. 
“Ttll come. off in time.” 

Others in the cast of this mystery 
thriller include Margaret Lindsay, 
Eugene Pallette, Robert MeWade, 
Helen Lowell, Dorothy Tree and 
Robert Barrat. H. Bruce Hum- 
berstone directed. 





Demure 





Or what is your one-word descrip- 

tion of Margaret Lindsay, who 

appears in “The Dragon Murder 

Case,” First National film at the 
Strand Theatre. 


Mat No. 7—10c 








Pallette the One and 
Only Sergt. Heath 


Eugene Pallette has played the 
role of Sergeant Heath, Philo 
Vance’s ambitious co-worker, in 
every filmization of an S. S. Van 
Dine murder mystery. The newest 
is First National’s production of 
“The Dragon Murder Case,” now 
showing at the ........ ME ea baa Theatre 
with Warren William as Philo 
Vance. 





Once a Stage Star 





Dorothy Tree, clever young First 
National player who appears 
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Warren William is Honored 
By Los Angeles Police Force 





Warren William, noted screen player, star of “The Dragon Murder 

Case,” conferring with Captain H. H. Hagen of the Los Angeles police 

department and an aide before being made a member of the city’s 
detective force. 


Mat No. 9—20c 


Warren William, who portrays 
Philo Vance, super sleuth of S. S. 
Van Dine’s famous fiction stories, 
has been signally honored by the 
police department of Los Angeles. 


During the screening of the First 
National mystery thriller “The 
Dragon Murder Case,” which will 
Opelsatatve teu... Theatre on 
Aer te ceaetaenaureeee , William was not only 
made an honorary member of the 
Protective Order of Police of Los 
Angeles County, but a special de- 
tective on the regular city force. 

William, who is the third screen 
star to take the role of Philo Vance, 
is said to be the author’s ideal of 
this suave but slightly cynical de- 
tective whose powers of deduction 
and ability to re-create a murder 





scene, make the work of the regu- 
lar force seem slightly foolish. 


Fiction detectives almost invari- 
ably have to work against the 
police as well as the criminals in 
order to bring the guilty to justice 
and prevent innocent people from 
being “framed.” 

Philo Vance, however, was al- 
ways welcomed by the police de- 
partment even though he usually 
has to tread on the toes of its oper- 
atives. Warren William the actor, 
may have to ‘“show-up” his  co- 
workers occasionally, but William 
the detective and member of the 
police association, numbers among 
his choicest possessions the gold 
star that makes him a member of 
the regular detective force. 








Philo Vance Takes Place 
of Old Sherlock Holmes 


Warren William Has Role in “The Dragon 
Murder Case”’ 


Pres VANCE is rapidly replacing Sherlock Holmes in the 


national consciousness. 


For many years, it was Arthur Conan Doyle’s famous 
detective hero who automatically came to mind whenever one 
referred to mystery thrillers. Sherlock Holmes was the embodi- 
ment of all that was brilliant in the way of sleuthing. 


But now S. S. Van Dine has come along with his more modern 
detective, Philo Vance, the erudite collector of fine jade and 
prints, who solves baffling mysteries purely as a side-line. And 
Sherlock Holmes is practically forgotten. 


The newest Philo Vance thriller, 
“The Dragon Murder Case,” First 
National picture, comes to the 
Soe aie MineatnesOle. ssc 6 
with Warren William making his 
debut in the role of the suave 
sleuth. 


While “to do a Sherlock” auto- 
matically means to do a bit of 
sleuthing, S. S. Van Dine can gloat, 
if he wants to, over the fact that 
“Philo Vance” is rapidly becoming 
part of the national idiom. The 
August “Congressional Record,” no 
less, reports that one indignant 
Solon inquired caustically of. an- 
other if he “thought he was Philo 
Vance himself?” 


S. S. Van Dine, creator of Philo 
Vance, is one of the most in- 
triguing figures of the modern 
literary world. He has been com- 
pared, not unreasonably, to his 
own literary character. His real 
name is Willard Huntington 
Wright, and was originally an art 
and book critic on New York and 
Los Angeles newspapers. A physi- 
cal collapse forced him to his bed 
several years ago, and while re- 
cuperating, he happened to read a 
popular mystery tale. 

“T can do better than this,” he 
thought to himself, and promptly 
set to work making good his boast. 


“Philo Vance” was introduced in 
“The Benson Murder Case,” and 
since that time has retained his 
high position through a dis- 
tinguished list of “Case” novels— 
“The Canary Murder Case,” “The 
Green Murder Case,” “The Kennel 
Murder Case” and several others. 


All of the Philo Vance novels 
have been made into talking pic- 
tures, with great success. William 
Powell has generally had the role 
of the clever detective, but in “The 
Dragon Murder Case” filmgoers 
will see the popular Warren Wil- 
liam in the part. 

“The Dragon Murder Case” has 
been hailed by critics as one of the 
author’s more baffling tales. It has 
as its central situation the strange 
disappearance of a _ house - party 
guest who dives into the mysterious 
Dragon Pool, alleged lair of a pre- 
historic monster, and who never 
comes up—nor is his body ever dis- 
covered. Philo Vance steps into 
the picture at the crucial moment, 
and solves the case in his own 
inimitable fashion. 


Others in the case of “The 
Dragon Murder Case” supporting 
Warren William include Margaret 
Lindsay, Lyle Talbot, Dorothy 


“Tree, Eugene Pallette, Robert Bar- 


rat and Helen Lowell. 


Margaret Lindsay 
Is Back on Screen 


Margaret Lindsay’s first screen 
role in several months is the lead 
opposite Warren William in the 
First National “The Dragon Mur- 
der Case,’ which comes to the 
ANEAtre:- OD) - 3525S eects 
The brunette beauty was off the 
screen for several months follow- 
ing a severe appendicitis opera- 
tion. 





"Prop Men" Had to 
Swim in Drama 


“Prop men” on “The Dragon 
Murder Case,” First National thril- 
ler starring Warren William in the 
famous role of Philo Vance, which 
Gomes to the wigsaciseusas Theatre 
Oller saheeeeer ee cilia eran , were chosen 
largely because of their swimming 
ability. Much of the action of the 
picture takes place in and around 
the sinister Dragon Pool invented 
in the novel by S. S. Van Dine and 
reproduced at the studios, and the 
“props” had to be good swimmers 
in order to attend to their regular 
duties of shifting “parallels” and 
other equipment in and around the 
pool. 


Eugene Pallette Is 
Famous As Cook 


Eugene Pallette, who once more 
plays the role of Sergeant Heath 
in the newest filmization of an S. S. 
Van Dine mystery, “The Dragon 
Murder Case,” which comes to the 
eM Ciel ad (Wheatve son =.0.c = 5 
is known to the initiated Holly- 
wood few as one of the best cooks 
in the colony. 


Invitations to his dinner-parties 
are received eagerly by connoisseurs 
of good food, who will admit that 
if Pallette wanted to give up his 
acting career, he would become a 
great chef in his own right. 


Helen Lowell With 
Theatre 50 Years 


Helen Lowell, the brilliant char- 
acter actress who has one of the 
leading roles with Warren William 
in First National’s, “The Dragon 
Murder Case,” which comes to the 

Se evens THEAEENONM...00)...600- ' 
has been associated with the 
theatre nearly five decades. She 
ran away from convent at the age 
of 12 and joined a touring musical 
company ! 


Gigantic Mystery Pool 
Built for Murder Thriller 


Scene of Strange Crimes in Picture, ‘“The 
Dragon Murder Case”’ 


ghee Dragon Pool, as S. S. Van Dine described it, was a per- 


fect place for a murder. 


That was oniy natural, for it was the scene of one of the 
most baffling crimes in all the Philo Vance mysteries, “The Dragon 
Murder ‘Case, now showing at the .)...0000..4.. cei Theatre. 

So when that novel was bought by First National, it was neces- 
sary to reconstruct, in the Van Dine spirit, the entire Dragon 
Pool, just as described in the book. 


That it was a successful attempt will be apparent when “The 
Dragon Murder Case,” with Warren William making his debut in 


the famous role of Philo Vance, is 
seen on the screen. 


Few will realize the effort and 
work that went into the construc- 
tion of the sinister pool, because it 
looks like anything but the interior 
of a studio sound stage. 


In the first place, the Dragon 
Pool, as described by the mystery 
writer, was on the back grounds of 
a huge country estate near New 
York City. Not only the pool had 
to be shown, but the elaborate 
home of the owner. Therefore, it 
was necessary to utilize an entire 
sound stage on the burbank lot—a 
stage nearly two blocks long by a 
block-and-a-half wide. 


The Pool is the important part 
of the set. It is a sinister spot, 
even under the bright lights. 


At one end of the pool is a high 
precipice of rock, or rather, the 
studio equivalent of rock. Across 
the other end, where a creek is 
supposed to run in, to form the 
pond, is a strange looking filter— 
and all around are mournful pine 


trees, whispering witnesses of the 
strange doings that make up the 
plot of the Van Dine thriller. 


“The Dragon Murder Case” be- 
gins with the mysterious disap- 
pearance of a house-party guest, 
who dives into the pool and never 
comes up. When drained, no trace 
of his body can be found, and it 
was seemingly impossible for it to 
be removed. Further complica- 
tions enter when the half-mad old 
matriarch of the home insists that 
a mythical dragon inhabits the pool, 
and is responsible for the disap- 
pearance. 

H. Bruce Humberstone directed 
the S. S. Van Dine thriller, and 
others in the cast include Margaret 
Lindsay, Lyle Talbot, Dorothy 
Tree, Eugene Pallette, Robert Mc- 
Wade, Helen Lowell, Etienne 
Girardot, Robert Barrat and Rob- 
ert Warwick. The screen play is 
by F. Hugh Herbert and Robert 
N. Lee, dramatized from an 
adaptation by Rian James. 








Aquarium Used in 
Mystery Thriller 


The greater part of a Los Ange- 
les aquarium was transported to 
the First National studios for one 
sequence of “The Dragon Murder 
Case,” the S. S. Van Dine thriller 
which comes ‘to the .......03......:4. 
Theatre) Onesies ake se secs 

Myriads of brightly-hued fish 
will be seen in the picture, which 
presents Warren William in the 
famous role of Philo Vance, de- 
tective extraordinary. Robert Bar- 
rat plays the ichthyologist who has 
collected these finny denizens of 
the deep, and Margaret Lindsay is 
his beautiful sister. 


Brunette Wears Blonde 
Wig in Pictures 


Dorothy Tree is the wig-makers 
delight at the First National stu- 
dios. The clever young actress who 
is currently appearing with War- 
ren William in “The Dragon Mur- 
der Case,” which comes to the 

eed. Wiheatre: Onset 
has worn wigs in all but one of her 
productions. Although she is a 
brunette, studio officials think that 
Dorothy has a blonde soul, or 
something — because she generally 
wears a blonde or Titian wig. In 
her new picture she wears an 
elaborately curled blonde head- 
dress and looks stunning. 





There’s Murder in the Air 





At least it seems that way, judging by the expressions on Dorothy Tree, Warren William and Margaret Lind- 
say. They appear in S. S. Van Dine’s “The Dragon Murder Case,” First National picture opening next 
W ednesday at the Strand. Lyle Talbot, Eugene Pallette and Robert Barrat are in the cast. 
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No writer of detective stories has 
such a grip on the emotions of so 
large a following as has the famous 
author S. S. Van Dine, and the 
motion pictures based on his novels 
have been the most thrilling, fan- 
tastic and exciting mystery dramas 
screened in many a year. 

Now comes a new Philo Vance, 
the master detective of the Van 
Dine series, whose hair-raising ex- 
ploits have made him even more 
famous than Sherlock Holmes. 

This new Philo Vance is Warren 
William, and “The Dragon Mur- 
der Case” is undoubtedly the 
greatest of the Philo Vance thril- 


_ lers, in suspense, mystery, weird 


situations and production on the 
screen. 


Stamm (Robert Barrat), owns a 
yuntry estate on which is a swim- 
ing pool that tradition credits 
4 sheltering a dragon which 

s upon unsuspecting bathers. 


mtague (George Meeker), 
ve of Bernice (Margaret Lind- 
«y), Stamm’s sister, dives into the 
pool and fails to come up. The 
police arrive, accompanied by Philo 
Vance, who disgusts the regular de- 
tectives by pretending to believe 
the dragon theory when Montague’s 
mauled body is discovered. 


During the investigation the but- 
ler has his head cracked, a guest, 
Greeff, tries to throttle a friend and 
disappears. Mystery piles upon 
mystery, until Vance assembles 
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everyone at the pool and forces 
Stamm to dive into the pool. Stamm 
vanishes into the water. Suddenly 
a great monster appears and climbs 
out of the pool dragging Stamm, 
who is nearly dead with fright. 
The monster turns out to be a man 
in a diving suit who has hauled 
Stamm under with a grappling 
hook. Vance discovers a diver’s 
equipment in a coffin in the family 
vault, and Stamm finally confesses 
that he killed Montague because he 
owed him a vast sum of money and 
the victim was using this to force 
Bernice to marry him, despite her 
love for another man. 


He had killed Greeff because he 
knew too much, and had tried to 
murder the butter because he had 
followed him the night he slew 
Greeff. 

In the cast, in addition to Wil- 
liam, Barrat and Miss Lindsay, are 
Lyle Talbot, Eugene Pallette, Dor- 
othy Tree and other leading screen 
players. 


“The Dragon Murder Case” is 
expected to be a far greater pic- 
ture than Van Dine’s “The Kennel 
Murder Case,” “The Bishop Mur- 
der Case” or “The Canary Murder 
Case,” all of which held the public 
spell bound. 


Warren William is seen to best 
advantage as the suave Philo 
Vance, the role giving him the op- 
portunity to display his real versa- 
tality and exceptional ability. 
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“THE DRAGON MURDER CASE” 100% 
by S. S. Van Dine 30% 
with 
Warren William 75% 
: Margaret Lindsay 75% 
Lyle Talbot 75% 
Eugene Pallette 60% 
Or ode nit Directed by H. Bruce Humberstone 20% 
A First National Productions Corporation Picture 40% 
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Warren William 


Warren William always wanted 
to be an actor, but it wasn’t until 
after he had served in the En- 
gineers’ Corps of the A.E.F. and 
the armistice had been signed that 
he joined a theatrical troupe, or- 
ganized to tour the Army camps in 
Europe. 


When he returned to America, 
the soldier-engineer-actor decided 
to find out whether lay audiences 
might not approve of his ability as 
definitely as his doughboy audi- 
ences on the other side had done. 


The Broadway managers inclined 
a favorable ear and soon Warren 
found himself in a road company 
of “I Love You.” A season in stock 
ensued, then Broadway gave him 
a chance in Rachel Crothers’ “Ex- 
pressing Willie.” Even before the 
war, his father had been set on 
having Warren become a news- 
paper man, but his son’s increas- 
ing success as an actor finally in- 
duced the older man to bestow his 
approval on his efforts. 


His more recent pictures include 
“Dr. Monica,” “Smarty,” “Upper- 
world,” “Bedside,” ‘“‘Goodbye 
Again,’ “Gold Diggers of 1933,” 
“Mind Reader,” “Employees’ En- 
trance,’ “The Match King” and 
“The Dark Horse.” 


The latest film in which he ap- 
pears is “The Dragon Murder 
Case,” which comes to the .............. 
Theatre on 


Philo Vance 





Well, not really Philo Vance, but 
that’s the role that Warren Wil- 
liam so fascinatingly portrays in 
S. S. Van Dine’s “The Dragon 
Murder Case,” First National’s 
mystery film coming to the 
Strand Theatre soon. 
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Robert Barrat 


Robert Barrat was born in New 
York City and educated in the 
public schools. His debut in 
theatrical circles was in stock in 
Springfield, Mass. 


Later he appeared in many note- 
worthy productions with some of 
the leading stars of the stage. It 
was while playing the role of the 
strong man in the stage play “Lilly 
Turner” that Warner Bros. en- 
gaged him for that identical role 
with Ruth Chatterton in the pic- 
ture. 


Since then he has played in 
“Here Comes The Navy,’ “House- 
wife,” “Midnight Alibi,’ “Return 
of the Terror,’ “Friends of Mr. 
Sweeney,” “Fog Over Frisco,” 
“Wonder Bar,’ “Gambling Lady,” 
“Upperwotld,” “Hi, Nellie!,’’ 
“Massacre,” “Dark Hazard,’’ 
“From Headquarters,’ “I Loved 
A Woman,” “Wild Boys of the 
Road,” “Heroes For Sale,” “Baby 
Face,’ “The Silk. Express,” ‘“Pic- 
ture Snatcher” and “The Mayor 
of Hell.” 

His current picture is “The 
Dragon Murder Case,” now show- 
Wie ae the: ..:....neee Theatre. 









Lyle Talbot 


Lyle Talbot was born in Pitts- 
burgh where his father was operat- 


LYLE 
TALBOT 
in First 
National’s 
“THE 
DRAGON 
MURDER 
CASE”’ 


at the 
Strand 


ing a stock company and made his 
first appearance under his father’s 
direction when sixteen years of age, 
as a magician. 

After several years in stock and 
in the Little Theatre field, he was 
signed by Warner Bros.-First Na- 
tional for a role with Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr. in “Love Is a Racket.” 


Since then he has appeared in 
many outstanding productions, in- 
cluding “Return of the Terror,” 
“Fog Over Frisco,’ “Registered 
Nurse,” “Heat Lightning,” ‘“Man- 
dalay,” “College Coach,” “Havana 
Widows,” “Mary Stevens, M.D.” 
and his current picture, “The Dra- 
gon Murder Case,” which comes to 
the-sccecetis:: MPC AtrekON ar... cc... <s 


Eugene Pallette 


Eugene Pallette was born in Win- 
field, Kansas, July 8, 1889, of non- 
professional parents and educated 
at the Culver Military Academy. 

He was on the stage for six 
years appearing in stock then 
turned to pictures during the early 
silent days. In all, he has appeared 
in more than 100 pictures. 


His more recent successes in- 
clude “Friends of Mr. Sweeney,” 
“T’ve Got Your Number,” “From 
Headquarters,” “The Kennel Mur- 
der Case,” “Half Naked Truth,” 
“Wild Girl,’ “Night Mayor,” 
“Strangers of the Evening,” “Thun- 
der Below” and “Shanghai Ex- 
press.” 


Pallette is five feet nine inches 
tall, weighs 185 pounds and has 
brown hair and blue eyes. His 
favorite sports are hunting and fish- 
ing. 

He is now appearing in “The 
Dragon Murder Case” at the 
ponents EE Theatre. 


WARREN WILLIAM—“Dr. Mon- 
ica,’ “Smarty,” ‘Upperworld,” 


“Bedside,” “Gold Diggers of 
1933,” “Goodbye Again,’ ‘“Em- 
ployees’ Entrance.” 

MARGARET LINDSAY — “Fog 
Over Frisco,” “Merry Wives of 
Reno,” “From Headquarters,” 
“lady Killer,’ “The House on 
56th Street.” 

LYLE TALBOT—‘Return of the 
error ;eewes) Over. Frisco,’ 
‘““Registered Nurse,’ “Heat 
Lightning,” “Mandalay,” ‘“Col- 
lege Coach.” 


EUGENE PALLETTE — “Friends 


Hie oir weweeney, “I’ve: ‘Got 
Your Number,” “The Kennel 
Murder Case,” “From Head- 


quarters.” 


ROBERT McWADE — “Midnight 
Alibi,’ “The Kennel Murder 
Case,’ “I Loved a Woman,” 
“Heroes, for Sale,’ “Hard To 
Handle,” “42nd Street.” 


HELEN LOWELL—“Madame Du 
Barry,” “Midnight Alibi,’ “The 
Merry Frinks,” “Side Streets.” 


DOROTHY TREE—“Madame Du 
Barry,” “Here Comes the Navy,” 
“The Man with Two Faces,” 
“Friends of Mr. Sweeney,” “Side 
Streets.” } 

ROBERT BARRAT — “Here 
Comes the Navy,” “Housewife,” 
“Midnight Alibi,” “Friends of 
Mr. Sweeney,’ “Return of the 
Terror.” 
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Dorothy Tree 


Dorothy Tree was born in New 
York City and educated in the 
grammar and high schools there 
and at Cornell University. She 
took part in dramatics both in 
high school and at Cornell. Later 
she attended the Inter-Theatre Art 
Dramatic School in the Cherry 
Theatre, New York. 


Her first stage work was in 
stock from which she worked her 
way up to leads on Broadway, 
playing in such productions as 
“Holiday,” “Grand Hotel” and 
“Merchant of Venice.” 


She made her screen bow in the 
Warner Bros. production of “Life 
Begins.” Her latest picture is “The 
Dragon Murder Case,” which comes 
togthiess sans. SPHEALEELON eas... ‘i 


Margaret Lindsay 


Margaret Lindsay was born in 
Dubuque, Iowa, her real name being 
Margaret Kies. She was educated 
in the National Park Seminary in 
Washington, D. C., and in the Na- 
tional Academy of Dramatic Art. 


She began with small parts on 
the stage and worked up to lead- 
ing roles, playing also in stock and 
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repertoire. Her biggest stage hit 
was in “Death Takes A Holiday.” 

Recently she entered pictures 
and made a striking success in her 
role in “Cavalcade.” 


Other pictures in which she has 
appeared include “Fog Over Fris- 
co,” “Merry Wives of Reno,” 
“Lady Killer,” “From Headquart- 
ers,” “The House on 56th Street,” 
“The World Changes” and “Private 
Detective 62.” 


She is now appearing in “The 
Dragon Murder Case,” which comes 
COMGHGR se, co eee tee Theatre on 





GEORGE E. STONE—“Return of 
the Terror,” “42nd Street,” “The 
Woman from Monte Carlo,” 
“Cimarron,” “Five Star Final.” 


GEORGE MEEKER — “Hi, Nel- 
lie!,’ “The World Changes,” 
“Dark Hazard,’ “The Life of 
Jimmy Nolan,” “A Fool’s Ad- 
vice,” “The Match King.” 


ROBERT WARWICK — “Doctor 
X,” “Ladies They Talk About,” 
“Frisco Jenny,” “Silver Dollar,” 
“T Am a Fugitive from a Chain 
Gang.” 


WILLIAM DAVIDSON—“Friends 
of Mr. Sweeney,” “Fog Over 
Frisco, “Convention City,’ 
“Lady Killer,” “I’m No Angel.” 


ARTHUR AYLESWORTH — 
“Dames,” “The Man With Two 
Faces,” “Midnight Alibi.” 


CHARLES WILSON—“The Circus 
Clown,” “Fog Over Frisco,” 
“Harold Teen,” “I’ve Got Your 
Number,” “The Kennel Murder 
Case.” 


ETIENNE GIRARDOT—‘Return 
of the Terror,’ “Fashions of 
1934,” “The Kennel Murder 
Case,” “Advice To the Lovelorn.” 


H. BRUCE HUMBERSTONE — 
(Director) “Merry Wives of 
Reno,’ “King of the Jungle,” 
“Goodbye Love,” “Strangers of 
the Evening,’ ‘‘The Crooked 
Circle.” 
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DESCRIPTION: Title is yellow on a background of Prussian blue. Illustrations in full color. Dragon illustration is in 
tones of blue. Credits are green. 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 
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